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NOTE: Witness does not recall exact date but 

knows it was at a time when he was not 
in school, and since it was after the 
assassination it must have been during 
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* 1 ‘ . 

THERE WERE PRESENT: 

WESLEY J. LIEBELER, Esq., 
Staff Counsel; 

MRS. HELEN R. DIETRICH, 

•. Reporter. . 
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( Reporter 1 ■ -Note* The witness was seoowpanied 
Into thm hearing room by his parents, )’ th'** in Va* 

VANCE BLALOCK a ^ WC7-& 

having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified 4s 

follows! # ;wi . ; c. ic?j*. x< vara Wu fjrfc irto details 

BY MR, LIEBELERi - • ’* y ' • vV k ft>V\ r >*♦; *--e 

Q. My name is Wesley J, Liebeler. I am a ■ , 

member of the legal ataff of the President's Commission ‘ 
Investigating the assassination of President Kennedy.' Staff 



-• - » » 



members have been authorized to take the testimony of 
witnesses by the Commission, pursuant to authority granted 
to the Commission by Executive Order No. 11130, dated 
November 29, 1963, and Joint Resolution of Congress No. 137. 

I understand, Vance, that Mr. Lee Rankin, who is General 
Counsel of the Commission, wrote you a letter last week — 

A. That Is right. - 

T~ 

ft. — and told you that "ye would be in touch 
with you concerning the taking of your testimony. I under- 
stand that Mr. Rankin enclosed with that letter a copy of ' T '- , 
the Executive Order and of the Resolution of Congress to 
which I have Just referred, as well as a oopy of the Rules 
of Procedure adopted by the Commission governing the taking 
of the testimony of witnesses. Did you receive that letter 
and those documents? .(i. •” Sdhceli 

A.. Yes, I dld. il - ' wi.r-.t- prsde^tt- Ennt Jeff *1-31:1 
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Q. We want to Inquire very briefly of you 
concerning an. event which occurred some time in the summer 
of 1963 here in New Orleans. We Understand that you were ' ' 
proeent at a meeting, a chance meeting, between Lee Harvey 
Oswald and Carlos Bringuier. Before we get into the details 

of that, however, would you state your full name for the 
record. - • • ; * , ; at 

1 * A.w. Vanoe Douglas Blalock. 
r Q.- 



room with us 
Vance? 



i^our mother and father are here in the 

How old ere you; 

I A 




* v> -’l » •“ i ! 



Wwt-yoa ^t ia .m h a re . W ew O r l e ans f 

Q. Where were you bom? " you vt fe,r: *. cuVy 
it A. Lake Charles, Louisiana. 

Q» Where do you live now? *’' vs'.aj ifor* . 1 
K A * Metairie, Louisiana, 1 ■ itt :.*,?* C-< )v. 1. 

Q. “etalria. ■ Ai**.^>w long have you lived there 

.... • A* Less than a year. txmsL-; , U-i' t L 

Do you go to school?" vhu*s «vihgy:».*r w- 

J' A. -yes, air. 

Q. Where? ’ *. A h»* * » • <•»., 

A * East Jefferson High School/ - v ■ 

Q * t* Ir^gh a t grade^at East Jefferson 
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High School? * 

\ I *; H J • 

A. Tenth. 






■ *' . ^ * 






Do you 

• I have met him once. 



cr v vu 

.• v r* .V V • r * . 

. * • v/ * J 



Q ‘ How did it happen that you met him? . - 

A. I „ent downtown with my friend; Philip 9f 
We went to a store to return funds that Philip had 

“ f0r th ' ° rg ’‘ nliatl ' >n thl > «" »«a had, -and .Ml, I 
was there 1 met Carlos, That 1. how I „* hlm . 

«. Did you hav, anythin* to do with th.a. fund, 
wore oolleoted by your friend Oeraol? vj. 

A. Mo, sir, I didn't* £ *,.. 3:d 

" Q. That was entirely hie operation? ••* fv 
* " A. Yes. 

. . . . f ~ ' ** »* C, 1 , ;j 

«• DO you remember where you went that day 
with Philip? ^ 

■ , . .. ‘ ” " ’ •’ v:Vv • ’ r,'i 

IS I *' Ye ”’ ’ lr ' t0 Deoatur Street, 1 ... 

J Soltis.- am not sure, ». .tor. 1 . the Casa Sosa. 

«• ■^TUttmmo-wwe^ewr. fTm,,, „ , LL 

ha d - on n l , * * >aM H .l.liw l Mg 

a | or « anlM *i»n was it that Brlngul.r was 

running? Do you know? - 5. » r ; 

23 | 

I couldn't say the Spanish name." The 

American name of 

t is the Cuban Student Revolutionary 

Organization.'*' - • * ♦ - - 9 



* r 5 1 



,*V. •* 4m 



}■ I i n.r-.t.y •••*■ 2:' 
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Q . lio-y-Gu-renwmbcr-what- cowrersatton'-you^ana .. 

4^>e^Trrw»a%.4^^can j/ou toll me approximately when bhi* 7W 

wao? 



■f.. 






A. Laat part of the Bummer. I oouldn't — 

. i h i * 

. Q* Late July or early August would it be, or 
Bomo time in August of 1963? 

f * 9 b ‘ 'J ‘ • y * • • f 1 n r v . r . 

1' " A * August would be the closest I could get, I 

* '■ * * ■ ,4 , 

don't remember the exaot date. 

■ • vi • t fi*; 

Q. Tell me the conversation that you and Philip 
had with Bringuier when you went into the otore 

*. tali* in*} 

A. Oh, we entered the store and Philip 
introduced me to Carlos, and I told him — I saw the funds 
Philip had collected for him, and I told him I was curious 
about what it wao for, and then he explained^how the 
organization worked ffo~r~me} andPto id* me he received the funds 
from people in New Orleans and sent it to Florida, and that 
*as his total business, and ho explained that Communism was 
tfhere the kids are supposed to tell everything on their 
parents, to obey the State and not their parents. 

4 ;i' >•? vio 

Q. Present at this conversation were Just you 
nd Philip and Carlos? Is that right? 

\«r 1 1 V . *.!>***» vfca t 

A. No, there was another man — must have 

rorked at the store. He was present., 

* •’ - Q* : pid you knew what his name was? 



4 > . h. 

*' -* t ti -• 't+iAwr. 






•TRICH & Win, Inc 



•riNOTYPC REPORTERS 



NATIONAL RANK OP COMMERCE IIOO. • NEW ORLEANS 






6 



A. No, sir. 



Vs t.'.tx, 



. i • 



Q. Now while you were there in the store, did 

you notloe anybody else present? 1 • - “■ 

A. Well, a man from a moving company or some 
t ruoklng company came In. Ha Had a radio that needed to be 
fixed, a broken radio, and Lee Harvey Oswald came In. V' 

Q. Tell us, to the best of your recollection, 
the thlnga that happened a. far a. O.wald ^eonoemed.b* 

A. He walked up to ua and laaned again. t the 
deok and liotened to the oonveraatlon. ‘ Then he started’, 
asking queotlona about the organization, and w. were talking 
about guerrilla warfare, Just In oa.e the country got In war 
how young student, could help, .omcthlng 1„ that nature, and 
then he start* - then O.wald, Lee Harvey Oswald, a.k.d 
Carlo. Brlngul.r all about the organization and what part It 
played in the main movement in Florida. , - v ... 

• '• Q. Did they say anything else? ' Was there more 
to the conversation? 

A, Let's see, ' * •.■>? : ‘rr c' - *...? a 

Q * Did this wh0 

walked ip introduce himself by name? ' - , r . • ..... 

A.- 1 believe so, but I don't remember what 
name he gave. .*.♦.• • , . v,-v, . , , t . . . r ^.. Rt . .^ 

' Q * jy^J^ar^now convinced that ♦hJlfiwXe^ 
was Lee Harvey Oswald? : U. • » - .. _ 



< 
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A. Yes, sir. I know his face,- I recognized 

hio faoe. " ’ •*“ • V- ‘ 

Q. But you don't remember that he mentioned 
the name Lee Harvey Oswald at that time? !•: vU:-.r..fc 
M* * ' A. “ No. 

q # ,HNfow did Oswald Bay anything about having 
been a^Termer Marine? 

f A. Yea , sir, he did, and he explained that he 

took training in guerrilla warfare, and he told ub how to 
blow up bridges, derail trains, make zip guns, make homemade 
gunpowder. i " *• ** '• * '*' * 

> Q. He told you about this in detail? 

A. He told ub how to blow up the Huey P. Long 

Bridge. . * ^ >. . * * 

Q. Tell ub Just what ho told you about that. 

I know you can't remember the exact words, but you can 
remember the subBtance of the conversation. We want you to 

tell ub about it. d ' * 1 

A. He told us to put powder charges at each 
end of the bridge from the foundation to where the foundation 
meets the suspension part, and to blow that part up and the 
center part of the bridge would collapse. 

Q. did he talk about any other aspect of 

guerrilla warfare that you can remember? 

A. , He said that if you don't have the materials 
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you need always available, you had to do without stuff, 

Q. Did he give any opeoifio example of that? 

A. Gunpowder, high explosives. * :*■• 

Q. Did he tell you how to do without gunpowder 
in these activities? ' T v ' 3 -*' r >rr.x - 

A.’ He told us how to derail & train without 
gunpowder. *'* * & -£* • ‘ * f " > ^ 

*« • Q.* What did he say about that? 

A. He said put a ohaln around the railroad 
trade and lock it to the track with a look, i . •<* 

Q, And then when the train hit the chain it •*; 
would derail the train? i j ''luid ft* :r * •■■•eefc-V'* :.n 
A, Yes, sir.* * 4 ’ .*•*?■■* * C : 

> Q. Did he say that he knew how to make 
gunpowder? * 1 * o* '*• 

A. Yes, sir, he told us the formula, and I — 
saltpeter and nitrate -• some formula -• I don't remember t y? • 
Q. Did he say anything about guns? . ■. t> 

' A. About zip guns, how to make them out of 
tubing and a plunger. .** - 

Q. Did he Bay something to the effect that he 
knew all about guns? e? • ’I 

A. No, He told ub he had a manual that 
explained all about guns, a Marine manual, and that he had 
training in guns, trained with guns, ' T t •;h‘; .>>; 
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Q. Do you remember anything else that he said? 

A. Not right offhand, . 

Q. did ha talk to Bringuitr about helping 

Brlnguler In this organization, or Just what was the general 
context of this conversation? Was this Just a general 
discussion of guerrilla warfare, or did it relate to the 
aotivltleB of Brlnguler' s Anti-Castro organization, what 
can you remember? 

A. He Just asked him about the Anti-Castro 
organization and asked him to explain it to him, and he said 
he was interested in finding out how it operated. He didn't 
say he wanted to Join iti He Just said he was interested in 
it. Oh, and Brlnguler gave him literature, a Cuban newspaper 
and leaflets or booklets. 

Q. Was there any discussion of politics? 

A. Not to my reoolleotion. 

Q. Was there any mention of President Kennedy? 

A, No, sir. I couldn't say for sure there was 
no mention of President Kennedy. 1 don't think there was. 

Q. What did you think of g uy Oswald? 

A. He seemed like a very Intelligent man to me, 
well spoken, looked well dressed, well groomed. 

Q. Did you think anything else about him, or 
is that about it? 1 * i - . , . 






A. That is the impression that I got right at 
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1 


the moment. 

• * ‘V# ‘ 4 * 


2 


r Q. did he say anything about Florida? 


3 


A. Just mentioned the Cuban Anti-Castro 


4 


1 ' » V- i • + 

organization there. 


5 


Q. What did he say about that? 

• • A - V p » * 


6 


A. I don't remember exactly, but I think he 


7 


said he had been there and he had looked Into It. I 


8 


couldn't say for sure on that. 


9 


, o * Q# Did he mention the naune of the organization? 


10 


A. No, air* No* I don't recall any name. 


11 


Q. Do you remember being Interviewed about this 


12 


subjoo t by an agent? , 


13 


* A. Yes, sir, I do, during the^HHHBWEj’— — 


14 


, ,Q. Do you remember his name? 


15 


A. No, sir, I don't. All I know Is a 


16 


Lieutenant or something like that. 

V « ^ ; v 


17 


' Q. Do you think you would remember hiB name if j 


18 


I mentioned It to you? 


19 


A. I might, or my mother might. She was 


20 


present. ^ t 


21 


Q. Your mother wsb present when you were 


22 


interviewed by the F.B.I.? 


23 


. A. Yes. . 

* v ' •: *•' ;r - ^ 


24 


' . i 

- Q. Would it refresh your reoolleotion If I told 


25 ; 


r ou that the report that I have of the Interview that you had 

*' * ' • i*'* 
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1 


with the F.B.I. agent Indicates that the man's name was' 


2 


Kevin J. Kerrigan? » >v,^ * ir»i>r. l • v . 7 p»i 


3 


■ J.I.C: "A. Herrigan? No.: No/ I don't remember that 


4 


name. V, • n '?:?.%»* -.l.ri r »,.'<> 7 1- i*»: 


3 


• 1 . C Q. Do you remember talking to the F.B.I. agent 


6 


about Oswald's remark concerning having been to Florida? 


7 


A. No, sir. I don't remember what I told the 


8 


F.B.I. agent. I don't remember anything about Oswald saying 


9 


-- only that I think he said he had been there. 


to 


Q. Well, the report that I have here says that 


n 


you seemed to remember Oswald mentioning something about 


> ft-s-aV , 


having recently visited something called the Casa Nostra, 


rJ-c-S'T'('3 , 
o - a \ v 


.-Ceoa>-Noetra^ Do you remember saying anything about that to 


K n j < 

Aa 


the F.B.I. man? * 


15 


A. Yes, Bir, I remember mentioning the f 


16 


organization, but I couldn't remember the name. That ^ * 


17 


organization was mentioned In tha conversation with Carlos 


18 


Brlnguier and Harvey Oswald. =>• ... •' vr.v r .l. i > *• 


19 


•’> 11* Q. , It was7 ’ **. •.* * * /'l" Mi* ati-' •' v. 


20 


• AA.1* I believe so. 1 ..>fclor. .. 


21 


Q. Do you remember that it was Oswald who 


22 


mentioned it? . >-*w ». x m . ’ r rrvr *:•»'. }•*>■ •• 


23 


- '’A. I don't remember which one mentioned it first, 


24 


Q. And It was mentioned as being a Cuban « 


25 


organization in Florida? Is that your recollection? 
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■ • Z. Yes, sir# I think that Is the name they 
mentioned. It oould be something similar. I know I got 
this Mafia name mixed up with a Cuban organization name. 

Q. Well, you know that that name that I Just 
mentioned, Casa Nostra, Is very similar to the Cosa Nostra. 
Do you think you may have been oonfuaed at the time you**' 
talked with him? 

A. Well, I meant the Cuban organization, vs I 
may have said the Mafia, the Cosa NoBtra. .< . i juvy • r.g 
: . til Q. You may have used that name? 

A. But I meant the Cuban — ' n.o’.t 

V. Q. You meant some Anti-Castro Cuban organi- 
zation? ; if ■ ■ ■ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So the best you oan reoall, Oswald didn't 
say that he had recently visited someone In the Cosa Nostra? 

A. No, Blr. Yes, sir.' \'t a 

Q. But you do reoall sort of vaguely that 
Oswald did say that he had been in Plorida and he had 
visited an Anti-Castro Cuban organization there? 

A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. can you remember anything else about 

this lnoident In the store that day when Oswald came in? 

A. Oh, he said he lived on Magazine Street. 

Q. Did he give his exact address to you? Do 



M 
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you remember? ” 1 * *• 3T*s * ' ' * ** - 

' A. I don't believe he gave his exact address, 
but 1 couldn't say for sure. — 

Q. Did he say anything about whether he was ^ 
working or not, whether he had a Job? * * 

A. I don't remember if he said anything about 
his Job, * . -■ '• • to V-J .. ^ v, *>. n 



* 



Q. Did he tell you anything about his back- 
ground? Did he say he was from New Orleans or anything 
about that? . < '"■* 



A. No, air, I don't remember anything about 



that. • h-r 

Q. Can you think of anything else that 
happened? v- v ’><? Uy 

A, Philip Geraci and I started following him 
home after we both left the store* Oswald, Philip and I 
both left the store about the same time. We started to 
follow Oswald to his house Just out of curiosity, and I 
recolleot that Oswald said he would give us his Marine 
manual if we ever came back, if we contacted him, ' 

Q. That he would give you the Marine manual 
if you Baw each other at the store again? *' * — ■ *■* 

'• * A. 'At the store or Just saw each other, if 

we would contact him and get it, we could have it. If he 
saw us again, he would give it to us^— **'*'- ' 
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o. how long did you continue to follow him 

v zz 

home? Did you Just walk out and walk down ths street with him, 
or did you sort of shadow him or — 7 : 

A.' No, air* We walked out the door. We both 
started different directions, and Philip and I said, "Why 
don 1 1 we follow him and get the Marine manual now, nothing 
else to do," We started to go to the comer, and we didn't 
see him, so we went on our way, * m 

Did you ever see the Marine manual? 

A. No, sir, I didn't, 

Q. Did you ever talk to Mr# Bringuier again 



after that? 



1 ,vitt ft**/*. 



3 v . ✓ Jbi J ' 



■ , A. No, sir. 

Q, You never saw Carlo# again until Ju#t today - 
A. No, air. 

Q. — when you aaw him come out of this room 
and leave the building? • ; -v *, % 

v A. Yea, sir. n - 1 



Q. >Jw^you and Philip jyVjgood friends? 
A. I wouldn't say real^close friends, b 



but we 



are friends. V •> m* '' * . •• ■ 

Qv Did you talk about this inoldent or talk 
about Oswald at all after this time but prior to the 
assassination? :n - v.» • .u- 

••‘•i t’ A. No, sir, 1 don't believe we did. We talked 
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about fcho Cuban Student Organization, 

Q. Were you aware of the fact that Oswald was 
subsequently arrested here in New Orleans in connection 
with his aotivity on behalf of the Pair Play for Cuba * 
Committee? ‘ ‘ ' 

A. No, I didn't know about that until after 
the assassination. 

Q. You didn't hear Oswald debate Carlos on 
the radio program — ’ v 5 ’ 






V » • f ; * K • v* • 

A. No, sir. 



Or you didn't see Oswald on television? 

A. No, sir. I might have. I just don't 
remember it. *h.**ns’ t. • 

Q. Did Philip say anything about having seen 

these things? 

A. Not to me he didn't. 

Q. So you never had any real discussions, as 
rar as you remember, with Philip about Oswald until the time 
3f the assassination? Is that oorreot? 

A. That la correct, 

* e. t ; •> * § M , 4 

Q. You must have talked to Philip about 
)swald after the assassination. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you recall to each other and discuss 
ith each other the meeting that you had with Oswald in the 






- * itlV 



’»* • Mr, i’ !•:. •- 
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store on Deoatur Street at that time? 

A. I think I was the one that recognized him. 

I called it to Philip's attention, and the next day at Bohool 
he said. Yes, that is the man We met at the store." I 
recognized Oswald late one night when I was Just about going 

to bed, I told my Daddy, "I went uptown and met that man 
up there." 



inya waB shortly after the assassination? 

A. YeB, during the time they didn't have any 
shows but the funeral and — 

Q. (Exhibiting photograph to witness) Let me 
show you a ploture that has been marked as exhibitj^to 
the affidavit of Jesse J. Oamer taken at New O^leans^ April 
6, 1964, and I ask you if you recognize the individual 
portrayed in that picture. • 

A. Yes, sir, I recognize him. 

Q. And do you recognize him as the man you 
let in the store that day? 

A. Yes, sir, Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Q. ( Wowi^an you think of anything else i about 
our contact with Oswald, or can you think of anything else 
hat you know about him that I haven't asked you about and 
ou think the Commission should know about? 

A. I oan't think of anything else. 

MR, LIEBELERi I don't have any other questions^ 
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If you oan f t think of anything else, we will 



terminate the 



d ep o s i t i on^ and -X-wan t-t o^tha iri^yoiMrery^ muoh'-^ 



--for oominy ln'Tmd -telllng ufr'«bout"thi»^ On behalf of the 

( j • 

Commission, I want to thank you very muoh. 

.•I cf .r*s «*.f .a 



{ <?• 






- 1 • o' st 'lr i ‘ r;. of - -71 3L '.f.'MK, 

•y v • j ;n Or . i A '« vn.'Iili. <V bftf s^rri -5 v'Tv 



f ' i t . 1 " , 



* • ;'’i« 



•'vlor*: .t , i sis- \.r 



Si'S-V'lv'S Cvm.Tf> f A .1 -sti ? 
5 S'-.V! of ?;*«: 'tvrrtTy, 



.. . 



<: r 



....Thereupon, the taking of the witness's 
testimony was concluded. .. . 

; r .-r .-v r. v f;.7 .r> - - * 

r. , o : t ir» * 
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CERTIFICATE 



I# Helen R, Dietrich, do hereby certify that 
the above and foregoing ( 17 pages of typewritten matter) 
is a true and correct transcription of the stenographic 
(Stenotype) notes of the testimony of VANCE BLALOCK, 
taken down by me, and transcribed under my supervision, on 
the 7th day of April, 1964, in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 
proceedings before the Presidents Commission Investigating 
the assassination of President Kennedy, 




l WITT, Inc 



• ITINOTTPI REPORTERS 



NATIONAL RANK OP COMMERCE 11DO. 



NEW ORLEANS 



